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Palestinian Localities Study Hebron Governorate

Imreish Village Profile

Location and Physical Characteristics

Imreish is a Palestinian village in Dura area; it is located 10 km southwest of Hebron city in
southern West Bank. It is bordered by Karma village to the east, Khursa village to the north, As
Sura village to the west and Abu al’Asja and Kurza villages to the south (See Map 1).

Map 1: Imreish location and borders
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The total area of Imreish village is estimated to be 2,000 dunums, of which 420 dunums are
Palestinian built-up areas. 1340 dunums are agricultural lands, and a further 80 dunums are
forests and open spaces.

The village of Imreish lies at an evaluation of 761 m above Sea level. The mean annual rainfall in
Imreish village is 436 mm; the average annual temperature is 16°C, and the average annual
humidity is 61 % (ARIJ GIS).
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Imreish village is considered to be a rural village. The village is governed by a village council,
established in 1997. Currently the council consists of seven members, though it has no full time
employees. The council provides infrastructure services including electricity, and the
construction and development of local schools.

History

The history of Imreish dates back to Canaanite, Roman and Byzantine periods People have lived
in the area of Imreish village for a long time. .

Photos of Imreish Village

Demography and Population

According to the 1997 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) Census, the total
population of Imreish village was 885 inhabitants, of whom 439 were males and 446 were
females (see table 1). There were 140 households residing in 140 housing units.

Age Group and Gender

The 1997 Census showed that the population by age group and sex of Imreish village (as shown
in table 1), was broken up as follow; 47.5% of the total population were aged between 15 and 64.
The 0-14 years age group constituted 49.3% of the total population, while 65 year and above
constitutes about 3.3% of the total population.

The sex ratio in Imreish is 98.4 males per 100 females. In terms of percentage, males constitute
49.6% of the total population.
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Table 1: Distribution of Imreish village population by age group and sex
Age Group Percent
Sex 0-14 15-64 65+ Total (%)
Male 207 217 15 439 49.6%
Female 229 203 14 446 50.4%
Total 436 420 29 885 100%

Source: PCBS, May 1999. Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997, Final Results

Population Growth

According to PCBS projections, the population of Imreish village increased by 40.1% in 2006
compared to 1997 to reach 1,240 inhabitants. Table 2 shows the population projection in Imreish
village between 2004 and 2006.

Table 2: Population projection in Imreish village, 2004-2006
Locality name Census Mid year population
1997 2004 2005 2006
Imreish 885 1,158 1,199 1,240
% increase from 1997 30.8% 35.5% 40.1%

Source: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Portals/ pcbs/populati/popu_list.aspx

Figure 1: Population growth in Imreish village
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Families

There are six families in Imreish village, these are: AlDarabi’ (33%) &=, Doudin (26%) 0N 39,
Al Sha’rawi (25%) ) _=&), Shaheen (12 %) ¢l Qazaz (8%)J) 8, Abu Afefan (2%)c\se sl
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Economy

According to a Hebron localities survey conducted by ARIJ, Imreish residents depend mainly on
agriculture activities. Approximately 60% of the residents in the village are engaged in such
activity. In addition, there were also a significant proportion of Imreish residents depending on
the Israeli labor market (25%). The village residents similarly depend on industrial activity (5%),
trade (5%) and public sector (2%). The village has nine shops serving Imreish residents village,
these include 7 groceries, a black smith workshop and a services shop.

The survey also indicated that unemployment in Imreish village reached 30% in 2006, indicating
the severity of the economic situation in the village. Data indicated that the most affected of
social groups in Imreish village as a result of Israeli restrictions during the Second Intifada were:
1) Families maintaining 6 individuals or more, 2) Small-holder farmers, 3) Small-holder traders,
4) Workers previously employed on the Israeli labor market, 5) Housewives and children.

Labor Force

According to the 1997 PCBS, Population, Housing and Establishment Census, there were 257
economically active persons in Imreish village, of whom 72.4% were employed. Of the 410
economically inactive persons in the village, 41.7% were students, 48.8% were housewives and
1.9% was unable to work, see table 3.

Table 3: Imreish Population (10 years and above) by sex and activity status

S Economically Active Not Economically Active

Not working &
y Employed Currently Unemployed Total | Students Hc_)use Unable Not looking for | Others| Total Total
X Unemployed | (Never work) wives | towork Work
M 186 18 30 234 100 - 7 - 1 108 344
F - - 23 23 71 200 6 20 5 302 327
T 186 18 53 257 171 200 13 20 6 410 671

Source: PCBS, May 1999. Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997, Final Results

The economic base of Imreish consists of the following sectors:

= Agricultural Sector (60%)

» The Israeli Labor Market (25%)

» Industry Sector (5%)

» Trade and the Commercial Sector (5%)
= Services Sector (3%)

* Government or Other Employees (2%)
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Figure 2: Percentage of economic activities in Imreish village
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Education

According to the 1997 PCBS, Population, Housing and Establishment Census approximately 159
people (10 years and above) were illiterate. Of these 69.8% were female. 29.6% of the population
could read and write but received no schooling. 33% had completed their elementary education.
8.67% had completed their preparatory education. 2.84% had completed their secondary

education and 0.45% had completed their higher education (See table 4).

Table 4: Imreish population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment

S Can Associate Higher

e | lliterate read & | Elementary | Preparatory | Secondary Dipl Bachelor iol Master PhD | Total
" write iploma Diploma

M 48 97 135 43 15 1 2 - - 343
F 111 101 86 15 4 - - - - 326
T 159 198 221 58 19 1 2 - - 669

Source: PCBS, May 1999. Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997, Final Results

The data of field survey indicated that there is one governmental school in Imreish village, the

Imreish Elementary School. This school provides elementary education for both girls and boys.

According to Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE), at the end of the 2006/2007 scholastic year
there were 371 students, 165 male students and 206 female students. They were distributed into
14 classes of which 4 elementary co-educational classes, 8 were preparatory and secondary
classes for males, and 8 were preparatory and secondary classes for females. Around 27 teachers

are currently schooling in the village, 14 male teachers and 13 female teachers.
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Table 5: Total No. of Schools, Classes and Students by Sex in Imreish village
(2005-2006)

Government | Private Total
Co-education | No. of Schools 1 0 1
No. of class 14 0 14
No. of Teachers 17 0 17
No. of Students 371 0 371

To complete their secondary education, most of students in Imreish village have to travel to As
Sura village schools (3 km away) and Dura city schools (7 km away).

As of 2006, there is only one kindergarten in the village which is the ‘Imreish kindergarten’; this is
funded by the ‘Charitable Society’. This kindergarten provides pre-education to about 60 children.

The educational sector in the village is suffering from the following problems:

e The lack of classes in the schools.
e The small area for schools and its playgrounds.

Health Status

There is only one private Physician Clinic in the village that provides health services to the
residents. Additionally, there is only one maternity and pediatric centre run by the governmental
sector. The village has no health centers and pharmacies. In the event of emergency residents of
Imreish have to travel to Dura (7 km from the village) hospitals and health centers.

One of the village’s health centers was destroyed by the Israeli Occupation Force. Imreish
suffers many obstacles and problems in the health status and services including: a lack of medical

equipment in the clinics and the lack of health services for children.

Religious and Archaeological Sites

There are two mosques serving the village; Imreish al Kabeer Mosque, and Salah Al Dein
Alayoubi Mosque.

There are no archaeological sites in the village.

Institutions and Services

The only institute in the village is Imreish village council, established in 1997.
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Infrastructure and Natural Resources

Telecommunication Services: Imreish village is connected to a telecommunication network,

about 90% of the housing units are connected to the network.

Water Services: Imreish village is not currently connected to any water network. Cisterns and
water tanks provide the only alternative resources. There is one private reservoir and three wells
in the village (‘Abda, Al’Alaqa at Tahta and Al’Alaga El Fouga Wells). These are used for
irrigation and open field uses. Village officials cite the main problems in the village with regards

to the water status, to include:

O O o o

The non availability of springs.
The fluctuation of rainfall.

A lack of the water networks in the village.
High prices of water purchased by tanks.




Palestinian Localities Study Hebron Governorate

Electricity Services: The village has been connected to the electricity network since 1993.
Approximately 100% of households in the village are connected. Southern Electric Company
manages the distribution of electricity, supplied by the Israeli Electric Cooperation.

Imreish suffers from many problems in the electricity services which are:

0 A weakness in the current due to the high pressure on the electricity regulators.
0 Lack of regular maintenance since the first Intifada.

Sewage Disposal Facilities: As the village is not connected to the sewage disposal network,
wastewater is disposed of in cesspits.

Solid Waste Collection Services: There is no solid waste management in Imreish, each
household disposes of its own garbage, usually by burning it. About 1500 tons of solid waste is
generated annual in Imreish village.

Transportation Facilities: Imreish is served by an informal transportation network consisting of
a few informal vehicles servicing the village. If these vehicles are not available, many of the
residents cannot travel outside. The main obstacle to transportation in the village is the lack of
vehicles and automotive services.

Currently 30 kilometers of roads in the village are paved and are in good condition, of which 8
km are main roads, 7 km are internal roads and 15 km are agricultural roads. There are 15
kilometers of paved roads but these are in poor condition, and there are 1.5 kilometers of unpaved
roads, see table 6.

Table 6: The condition of roads and their length in Imreish village
- Road length (km)
Road Condition Main roads Internal roads | Agricultural roads
Paved roads in good condition 8 7 15
Paved roads in bad condition 4 8 3
Unpaved roads 1.5 - -

Agricultural Sector

Imreish village lies on 2,000 dunums of land, of which 1,340 dunums are arable land. Only 1,162
dunums are currently cultivated (See table 7).

Table 7: Land Use in Imreish Village (dunum)
. Arable Cultivated | Build up Forests Open Spaces
Locality | Total Area Land Area Area Area and Rangelands
Imreish 2,000 1,340 1,162 420 20 60

Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agricultural (MoA), 2006

There are about 14 dunums of greenhouses in Imreish village. About 13 dunums of this area are
used for growing cucumber and one dunum to grow tomatoes.
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Table 8 shows the different types of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in the
village of Imreish. The rain-fed fruity vegetables are the most cultivated with an area of about 85
dunums. The total area of rain-fed of open vegetables is 93 dunums and the irrigated open
vegetables are 1.2 dunums. The most common vegetables cultivated within this area are zucchini,
tomato and snake cucumber.

Table 8: Rain Fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in Imreish Village (dunum)
Locality Total fruity Total green Total Total other Tota! rain fed
bulbs and irrigated
vegetables legumes vegetables
open vegetables
Imreish RF Irr RF Irr RF | Irr RF Irr RF Irr
37 1 2 0 0 5 0 2 39 7

RF: Rain-fed, IRR: Irrigated

In terms of aromatic medical plants, the village regularly grows thyme and sage. The total area
cultivated with aromatic medical plants is approximately 5 dunums.

There is a total area of 484 dunums of Olive tree plantations in the village. Other trees planted in
the area are mostly almond trees (72 dunums) and grape vines (94 dunums).

Table 9: Total area of horticulture and olive tree in Imreish Village

Total Total area Total area of Total area of
. Total area Total area .
Locality . area of of stone- the other horticulture and
of olives . . of nuts . .

citrus fruits fruit olive tree

Imreish RF Irr |RF | Irr | RF | Irr RF Irr | RF Irr RF Irr

484 0 0 1 72 10 153 0 94 0 803 1

RF: Rain-fed, IRR: Irrigated

Table 10 shows the total field crops cultivated in the village of Imreish. Cereals, in particular
wheat and barley, are the most cultivated crops with an area of about 184 dunums. In addition,
the cultivation of dry legumes crops, mostly lentils, and forage crops (such as Sern and vetch) is
common in the village.

Table 10: Total Field crops in Imreish Village
. Total Total Dry Total Total Total Field
Locality forage
Cereals bulbs legumes seeds crops
crops
Imreish RF Irr RF Irr | RF Irr | RF | Irr | RF Irr | RF Irr
184 0 3 0 34 0 1 0 83 0 272 0

RF: Rain-fed, IRR: Irrigated

The data also indicates that the residents of Imreish village are dependent upon rearing livestock.
About 25% of households in the village rear animals such as sheep, goats and chickens.

10
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Table 11: Livestock in Imerish village
Locality | Cows* | Sheep | Goats | Horses | Donkeys | Broilers | Layers | Bee Hives
Imreish 4 400 40 - 14 508,000 - 4

The main source of irrigation for agricultural land in the village comes from the water network
and collection wells. There are about 12 km of agricultural roads that suitable for animals but this
is still insufficient for farmers needs.

Village officials cite that the agricultural sector in the village suffers from the following
problems: a lack of water, a lack of capital and a lack of tools and equipment.

Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall in Imreish village
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Impact of the Israeli Occupation

There are no Israeli direct impacts on the village, as there are no settlements or military bases
constructed near the village.

11
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Development Plans and Projects

Hebron Governorate

The village council has implemented one project in the village (rehabilitation of cisterns), funded

by ARIJ.

Locality Development Priorities and Needs

According to Imreish village council the village has suffered from a shortage of many
infrastructural and service needs. Table 11 below shows the development priorities in the village.

Table 11: Development priorities and needs for Imreish village

No.

Sector

Strongly
Needed

Needed

Moderately
Needed

Not
Needed

Notes

nfrastructu

ral Needs

Opening and Pavement of Roads

*

13 km”*

Construction of New Water Networks

*

15 km

Rehabilitation of Old Water Networks

Construction of Water Reservoirs

2000 m*

Extending the Water Network to cover New
Built up Areas

o O | MwdiE

Construction of Sewage Disposal Network

*

Health Needs

Building of New Clinics or Health Care
Centre

*

Rehabilitation of Old Clinics or Health Care
Centres

Purchasing of Medical Equipments and
Tools

Educational Needs

Building of New Schools

*

Elementary&
Secondary

Rehabilitation of Old Schools

Elementary

w

Purchasing of New Equipments for Schools

*

Agriculture Needs

Rehabilitation of Agricultural lands

200 dunums

Building Cisterns

25 cisterns

Construction of Barracks for Livestock

50 barracks

Veterinary Services

Seeds and Hay for Animals

Rehabilitation of Greenhouses

Field Crops Seeds

@ NSO~ W

Plants and Agricultural Supplies

A 2000 m. main roads, 8000 m. internal roads, and 3000 m. agricultural roads
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